WTTW COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD
MINUTES
Of
The Public Meeting
Of the
WTTW Community Advisory Board
Of
Tuesday, February 21, 2012
WTTW Studios
5400 North St. Louis Avenue
Conference Room B, 2nd Floor
Chicago, Illinois
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Griffin at 6:25 p.m.
The roll was called. Present were the following members of the Community Advisory Board (CAB)
Joseph A. Morris, Chairman
Helen Bracey
Yevette Brown
Susan Buckner
Barbara Cragan
Keisha Dyson
Janice Goldstein
Redd Griffin, Vice Chairman
Lennette Meredith
Mary Lou Mockus
Heather Penn
Donna Rook, Secretary
Maggie Steinz
Renee Summers
Norma Sutton
Charles White
Dr. Deborah Williams
Additional persons present included:
Daniel J. Schmidt, President and CEO, WTTW; Daniel Soles, Senior Vice President and Chief
Television Content Officer, WTTW; V. J. McAleer, Senior Vice President of WWCI for Production and
Community Partnerships, Yvonne Davis, staff liaison
Others present: Jim McClure, Jeff Berkowitz, both nominated and elected to the board during the meeting
The following members of the general public were present:
- Jeanette White, Andrea Brown-Thirston, Chicago International charter Schools
Ms. Cragan moved to suspend review of the Order of Business (attached) to allow time for dialog with Mr.
Schmidt. Mr. White seconded the motion, which was adopted unanimously
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Mr. Griffin thanked Mr. Schmidt for his thoughtful written response to the CAB 2011 Annual Report, and
opened the floor for discussion. Mr. Schmidt’s response and Mr. Morris’ acknowledgement are attached.
Discussion included the following issues:
- Programming for younger viewers: Members pointed out that if the station covered more events
involving younger students, they and their circle of friends would be more likely to watch. Sponsors of
competitions such as the upcoming robotics event might be willing to fund this programming. The
success of the movie “Spellbound” is an example of programming a prospective audience might not
identify but when produced was a tremendous success. Other resources include schools like Columbia
College and Curie, with students already working in music and the arts.
- Journalistic integrity and balance: Acknowledging the challenge to remain impartial, members pointed
out the importance of focus on that goal, for example not excluding a major party candidate with
recognized credentials who could fulfill the education mission of the station.
- Fundraising – while not the mission of the Community Advisory Board, members are interested in
learning more about the station’s fundraising processes and programs.
At the conclusion of the discussion Mr. Schmidt was excused and departed.
Minutes of the previous meeting were presented. Ms. Mockus moved to approve the minutes, Ms. Goldstein
seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.
V.J. McAleer, Senior Vice President of WWCI for Production and Community Partnerships, provided an update
behalf of Station Management:
1. Chicago Tonight plans 6 nights of forums related to the upcoming primary elections, starting
Tuesday March 6 with the Supreme Court race and ending Wednesday March 14th with the Cook
County Clerk candidates.
2. WTTW is working with PBS on the “American Graduate” initiative; since the dropout problem
is huge in Chicago. Plans include assessing the cost of not having educated children.
3. WTTW sponsored a film festival for youth practitioners, some of the work was done for PBS.
4. A mini-website is planned for American Graduate; currently PSA’s (Program Service
Agreements) are underway.
The chair requested committee reports.
Ms. Meredith, on behalf of the nominating committee, nominated Mr. Jim McClure, Ms. Summers seconded the
nomination, which was adopted unanimously. Ms. Goldstein nominated Jeff Berkowitz, Mr. Griffin seconded
the nomination, which was adopted by voice vote. Ms. Mockus noted that it’s likely Margot Bass no longer
able to serve, Mr. Morris will contact her to convey the group’s best wishes.
Ms. Cragan reported for the Program committee, and recommended CAB members attend this year’s robotics
competition March 22-24, at the Pavilion (Racine & Harrison). Let her know, to ensure guests will have an
assigned contact upon entering the session.
Dr. Williams reported for the Outreach committee. She is considering revising the power-point tour of PBS
websites for teachers, and will start by posting it on the CAB site with permission to WTTW to post it on their
web site.
The chair called for new business. Ms. Summers suggested 2 films for review:
1. “Beneath the Blindfold,” highlighting the plight of torture victims from around the world, recently
shown at the Gene Siskel film center.
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2. “Leave No Soldier Behind” – about plight of veterans returning home
Mr. Soles will preview both films for possible inclusion in WTTW programming.
Ms. Rook as Secretary requested electronic copies of any items to be included in the minutes, to permit
pagination of information included in the final document.
Mr. Griffin as Vice Chair mentioned the $10,000 gift from John Tibensky that turned into $30K when used as a
challenge. He suggest inviting WTTW’s Kathy Busey to a future meeting to explain fundraising nights.
The Chair thanked those who attended and participated in the meeting with Newton Minow, and noted the
interesting historical anecdotes shared in the session. Mr. Griffin suggested collecting anecdotes for CAB site,
and Ms. Brown suggested posting notes on the CAB facebook page, which features a picture of the event.
The Chair called for Unfinished Business. Mr. Griffin reviewed a revision to the motion he previously
submitted that was seconded by Dr. Williams to establish 2 new committees. The revised motion and proposed
amendment are as follows:
Revision to Motion to Establish Two Committees to Serve CAB
Submitted by Vice-Chair Redd Griffin on December 9, 2011
[Presented to the regular CAB meeting on December 13, 2011]
(I recommend these committees be established as “special” or “other” committees as covered by our CAB
Bylaws. Adding these committees does not require a Bylaws amendment unless CAB wants them to be
“standing “committees.)
I. I move
A.

that CAB establish two committees:

1 Communications and Technology Committee to explore and assess contemporary technological
issues and uses as applicable to the missions of WTTW and CAB;
2 Cultural Research and Development Committee to provide information on the historic ideas and
principles of WTTW and public television as they relate to the evaluaton of the station’s policies,
programs and other activities;
B.

that each committee can assist with significant aspects of WTTW’s and CAB’s mission

C. that CAB facilitates communication of these committees with each other as well as other
relevant committees and staff.
Jointly proposed/amended by Dr. Deborah Williams and Redd Griffin 2.21.12
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Discussion included questions about the role and responsibilities of the new committees, related to existing
committees. The motion to amend was approved unanimously. The original motion, as amended, was
approved unanimously. The Chair appointed Ms. Brown and Mr. Griffin to chair the Communications and
Technology and Cultural Research and Development committees, respectively; and asked them to bring a
mission statement to the next meeting. The Chair asked all committees to schedule meetings/electronic
interaction as needed in March.
Ms. Goldstein reiterated her request that the station announce CAB meetings and promote public input which
could then lead to assigned tasks for the committees. Mr. McAleer noted the station announces CAB meetings
the weekend before they are scheduled on station breaks.
Ms. Mockus queried Mr. McAleer on the status of the Chicago News Cooperative, which recently announced
the New York Times will cease publishing for them. Mr. McAleer noted the related websites will also be
suspended due to lack of funds. The Cooperative is technically still in existence but unable to act without
further funding.
The chair called for comment from the members of the public present.
Andrea Brown-Thirston, with Chicago International Charter Schools network with 16 schools, 15 in Chicago, 1
in Rockford, 85% low income. They are working on equal funding; as current levels are at 75% of public
schools; with a goal of no less than 95%. Another key effort is to encourage honest conversations on both sides.
The Gates foundation is supporting a project to enable charters and public schools to work more closely
together to identify and propagate best practices in education. In answer to a member question, she noted that
charter schools are publicly funded but have leeway to implement different practices such as longer school days
and a longer school year, as well as more stringent discipline than in the Chicago Public Schools. Uniforms
used to be unique but are less so now. Ms. Steinz noted the resources available from the Illinois Network of
Charter Schools.
Mr. Berkowitz mentioned additional ways the station could solicit public input; and suggested examples of
people who could provide insight on topics and speakers to enhance balance of the station.
Without objection, the Chair declared that, in accordance with the standing schedule of the CAB, he would call
the next meeting of the CAB for April 17 at 6 pm at the Station. At that time the annual meeting to elect
officers will be included. Mr. Griffin moved to adjourn and Ms. Steinz seconded the motion, which was
adopted unanimously.
The Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Rook
Secretary
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WTTW Community Advisory Board (CAB)
Regular Bi-Monthly Board Meeting
Date: Tuesday, February 21, 2012
Time: 6:00 PM CST
Location: WTTW – Window To The World Communications, Inc.
5400 North St. Louis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

Order of Business — Proposed
1) Call to Order

Joseph A. Morris

2) Roll Call and Self-Introductions

Donna Rook and All

3) Approval of Minutes – for December 13, 2011

Donna Rook

4) Revision and Adoption of Agenda:

Joseph A. Morris

5) Response to the 2011 Annual Report of the CAB
Daniel J. Schmidt, President and CEO, WTTW
6) Discussion of the Response to the 2011 Annual Report of the CAB

All

7) Discussion of Work Plan for 2012

All

8) Trustees’ Liaison

Barbara A. Proctor

9) Management Liaison

V. J. McAleer

10) Reports of Officers and Committees:
a) Membership Committee
i) New nominations

Lennette Meredith

b) Program Committee

Barbara Cragan and Donna Rook

c) Outreach Committee

Deborah Williams, Ph.D.

d) Secretary

Donna Rook

e) Vice Chairman

Redd Griffin

f) Chairman
11)

Unfinished Business
a) Motion to Establish new CAB Committees
on Communications and Technology
and on Cultural Research and Development

Joseph A. Morris
Redd Griffin and
Deborah Williams, Ph.D.

12)

New Business

13)

Public Comment

All

14)

Good and Welfare

All

15)

Adjournment

