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Theme
Discovery  
and curiosity

Common Core 
Learning Standards 
for English 
Language Arts:

 y The child will participate 
in collaborative 
discussions about 
topics with peers and 
adults. (CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.K.1)

 y The child will confirm 
their understanding by 
asking and answering 
questions. (CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.K.2)

Activity: Let’s Pretend 
Items Needed

 y A laundry basket filled with clothing and props for each group of children
 y Projector, TV, or computer with internet access to show clip

Activity Prep:
1. Make sure the children are divided into 

groups of no more than 10 children 
per group if full baskets of items are 
provided. For baskets with fewer items, 
form groups with fewer children. Each 
child should be able to find at least 
two items to dress up and pretend.

Activity:
1. Play the “When You Pretend, You Can 

Be Anything” song clip. (https://illinois.
pbslearningmedia.org/resource/pretend-
play-daniel-tigers-neighborhood/pretend-
play-daniel-tigers-neighborhood/)

2. Give each group a laundry basket filled 
with clothing and props. Let the children 
pick out some items to wear/hold.  

3. Find a couple of children who have dressed 
up and seem to be having fun. Ask them 
if they are willing to come in front of the 
entire group. Tell the group to sit where 
they are and ask them to be quiet.  

4. Have one child come forward and tell 
the group what character they are, 
where they come from, etc. Let them 
tell a story about the character they 
have become. Prompt them with a few 
questions if they start to struggle. Repeat 
this process with the second child.  

5. When each of the first two children has told 
their story, call two more children forward. 
Ask one of the two children that just came 
forward to create and tell a story about the 
other person that came forward. Prompt 
them with a few questions if they start 
to struggle. Then, have the two children 
switch roles. Remind the children that they 
can pretend to be anything they want, and 
pretending together is even more fun!

Considerations/
Modifications/
Extension Activities:

 y For children that need extra help, use 
additional clips from Daniel Tiger’s 
Neighborhood as further examples after 
watching the clip. https://pbskids.org/) 

 y For more adventurous children, 
have children write and/or draw a 
story about their “character.”


